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SUB J : SHIP SUNK CARRYING PAK RICE FOR BANGLADESH 
REF: A) DACCA 2269; B) DACCA 2176 

1. UNROB HAS CONFIRMED TO US THAT GREEK- FLAG VESSEL SPYROS, U 
CARRYING 9,800 TONS OF RICE, SANK CAR MADRAS ON MAY 13/14 



( PARA. 4, REF A). CARGO WAS PART EIVOSG PURCHASE OF ABOUT 
45,000 TONS PAK RICE THROUGH CONTINENTAL GRAIN/ NEW YORK. 

FIRST DELIVERY OF 11,100 TONS ARRIVED CHITTAGONG MAY 13, 

CURRENTLY BEING DISCHARGED. ( CF. REF B). 

2. SPYROS ENGINE ROOM FLOODED AND SHIP WAS BEING TOWED BY VESSEL 
HARRIET ( BEARING 32,000 TONS WHAT FOR CHITTAGONG) WHEN IT 
CAPSIZED AND SANK OFF MADRAS. CREW TRANSFERRED TO HARRIET, WHICH 
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ARRIVED BD MAY 16. 

3. BECAUSE OF POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS BDG PROCUREMENT FROM PAKISTAN 
NO LOCAL PUBLICITY GIVEN SINKING OF VESSEL AND LOSS OF CARGO, UNTIL 
MAY 22, WHEN SUSPICION BROADCAST THAT SINKING WAS ACT OF SABOTAGE 
BY PAK AGENTS REF A. PAK ENGINEER AND CREWMAN DISCOVERED ON 
BOARD HARRIET BY SPYROS' AGENT, BD SHIPPING CORP. ACCORDING PRESS 
MAY 23, FULL INVESTIGATION LAUNCHED BY " HIGHEST AUTHORITIES” BDG. 
SIX OFFICERS OF SPYROS AND ONE CREW MEMEBER, ALL GREEK, REPORTEDLY 
DETAINED FOR QUESTIONING DACCA. 

4. PERHAPS ILL ADVISEDLY, BDG HAS CHOSEN TO PUBLICIZE SINKING AND 
TO CHARGE PARS WITH SABOTAGING VESSEL ” TO CREATE RICE CRISIS IN 
BANGLADESH" AS PART OF WILD SERIES OF ALLEGATIONS DISTRACTING FROM 
DEMANDS OF BHASHANI HUNGER STRIKEWHILE BUILDING ON CO- INCIDENT 
ALLEGED BHASHANI NAP- CHINESE- PAK US CONSPIRACY TO DISRUPT ASIAN 
PEACECONFERENCE MAY 23/25. WHETHER IN PROCESS PRIOR DELIVERIES 
PAK RICE HERE WILL BE EXPOSED BY OPPOSITION AND WHETHER REMAINDER 
OF CURRENT SHIPMENT WILL BE AFFECTED NOT CLEAR. 

NEWBERRY 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
NMAFVVZCZ 



*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 

*** Current Classification *** LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 23 MAY 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: thigpegh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973DACCA02287 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: n/a 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: DACCA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730553/aaaajsgj.tel 

Line Count: 83 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 73 DACCA 2269, 73 DACCA 2176 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: thigpegh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 OCT 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09-0ct-2001 by elyme>; APPROVED <26-Nov-2001 by thigpegh> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> gwr 980304 

Subject: SHIP SUNK CARRYING PAK RICE FOR BANGLADESH 

TAGS: EAGR, ETRN, BG, PK, ETRN 

To: ISLAMABAD 

KARACHI 

MADRAS 

NEA 

NEW DELHI 
SECSTATE WASHDC 
USUN NEW YORK 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




